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Presentation OverviewPresentation Overview
Overview Sensible Transportation Policy Act (STPA)Overview Sensible Transportation Policy Act (STPA)
Connecting STPA & Growth Management LawConnecting STPA & Growth Management Law
Link to Link to Connecting Maine Connecting Maine (Long Range Plan) (Long Range Plan) 
Rule Summary, Local Benefits, Public ObjectivesRule Summary, Local Benefits, Public Objectives
Developing Local How To HandbookDeveloping Local How To Handbook

““PiottiPiotti”” Bill (MRSA 23 Bill (MRSA 23 §§7373--A) A) & rating system & rating system 
Elements of Elements of PiottiPiotti RuleRule
Quality Community Program ApplicationQuality Community Program Application
Next StepsNext Steps



History & Overview of STPAHistory & Overview of STPA

What is the STPA?What is the STPA?
•• Voter referendum Voter referendum –– 19911991
•• DeDe--widening of Turnpike (later reversed)widening of Turnpike (later reversed)
•• Involve people; think regionalInvolve people; think regional
•• Favor alternative mode investments over wider or Favor alternative mode investments over wider or 

new roadsnew roads
•• Design projects so that they Design projects so that they ““fitfit””

In 2003, Legislature Directed STPA to be In 2003, Legislature Directed STPA to be 
coordinated with Growth Management Actcoordinated with Growth Management Act



Long Range Plan ConnectionLong Range Plan Connection
Connecting MaineConnecting Maine
•• MaineDOTMaineDOT’’ss Long Range PlanLong Range Plan

Vision & GoalsVision & Goals
•• ““incorporate sound land use & growth management incorporate sound land use & growth management 

principles in support of natural, cultural heritage and to principles in support of natural, cultural heritage and to 
minimize public costsminimize public costs””

•• Land use coordination is inherent in Goals 1, 2, 3 & 4 Land use coordination is inherent in Goals 1, 2, 3 & 4 --
system needs to system needs to 

Be Safe, Secure & Sustainable (1&2)Be Safe, Secure & Sustainable (1&2)
Promote Economic Vitality/Competitiveness (3)Promote Economic Vitality/Competitiveness (3)
Enhance Quality of Life Enhance Quality of Life 



Connection between STPA & Connection between STPA & 
Growth Management Law Growth Management Law 

An Act to Enhance Integration of Transportation An Act to Enhance Integration of Transportation 
& Land Use Planning & Land Use Planning 
•• STPA Amended 2003 STPA Amended 2003 

Public Law 2002, Chapter 22Public Law 2002, Chapter 22

•• Link STPA with GMA* processesLink STPA with GMA* processes
•• Collaborate with State Planning OfficeCollaborate with State Planning Office
•• Reduce overReduce over--reliance on state highway networkreliance on state highway network
•• Create incentives for communities that do soCreate incentives for communities that do so

*GMA = Growth Management Act (Comprehensive Planning and Land *GMA = Growth Management Act (Comprehensive Planning and Land 
Use Regulation Act) Use Regulation Act) 



Connection between Growth Connection between Growth 
Management Act  & STPAManagement Act  & STPA

Collaborated with SPO Collaborated with SPO 
•• Comprehensive Plan Transportation rule = Comprehensive Plan Transportation rule = 

STPA Rule Chapter III STPA Rule Chapter III 
When communities update comp plans, When communities update comp plans, 
transportation section must comply with transportation section must comply with 
STPA Policy ObjectivesSTPA Policy Objectives



Updating STPA RuleUpdating STPA Rule
Expanded/Clarified Policy ObjectivesExpanded/Clarified Policy Objectives
Clarified & articulated land use linkage in SubClarified & articulated land use linkage in Sub--
Chapters 1 & 2 (for MaineDOT & MTA)Chapters 1 & 2 (for MaineDOT & MTA)
““CodifiedCodified”” changes to regional planning & changes to regional planning & 
outreach processesoutreach processes
Created Created NewNew Chapter III Chapter III 
•• Promote Municipal & MultiPromote Municipal & Multi--Municipal planning Municipal planning 
•• Provide for voluntary compliance Provide for voluntary compliance 

Incentivize municipalities that work to reduce reliance on the Incentivize municipalities that work to reduce reliance on the 
state state highwayhighway systemsystem

•• Favor multiFavor multi--municipal effortsmunicipal efforts



Goals/Objectives:  Goals/Objectives:  
Transportation & Land Use Planning Transportation & Land Use Planning 

must work hand in hand to:must work hand in hand to:

Provide for safety & mobilityProvide for safety & mobility
Lessen need for road congestion reliefLessen need for road congestion relief
Enhance Economic VitalityEnhance Economic Vitality
Enhance Community LivabilityEnhance Community Livability
Maintain Environmental qualityMaintain Environmental quality



STPA INCENTIVESSTPA INCENTIVES

IncentivesIncentives
•• Bonus prioritization pointsBonus prioritization points

for all MaineDOT competitive programsfor all MaineDOT competitive programs

•• Reduced local match Reduced local match 
•• Bonus prioritization points for MaineDOT Bonus prioritization points for MaineDOT 

sponsored projectssponsored projects
highway reconstructionhighway reconstruction
mobility projectsmobility projects



STPA Rule & HandbookSTPA Rule & Handbook

BackgroundBackground
PartnershipsPartnerships
Transportation & Land Transportation & Land 
Use ConnectionUse Connection
Public InvolvementPublic Involvement
Taking Stock Taking Stock 
Imagining the FutureImagining the Future
Policies & StrategiesPolicies & Strategies

ImplementationImplementation
Appendix A Appendix A 
•• Common IssuesCommon Issues

Appendix B Appendix B 
•• Menu of StrategiesMenu of Strategies

Appendix C Appendix C 
•• Sample Inventory Sample Inventory 

FormsForms

Appendix D Appendix D 
•• ContactsContacts



Chapter 3: Chapter 3: 
Transportation/Land Use Transportation/Land Use 

connection occurs at three levels:connection occurs at three levels:
NeighborhoodNeighborhood
•• transportation connects land uses that are personal & transportation connects land uses that are personal & 

part of the territory of the neighborhoodpart of the territory of the neighborhood’’s residents. s residents. 
Community Community 
•• neighborhood connections to community neighborhood connections to community 

Region Region 
•• community is part of a region served by roads, rail, community is part of a region served by roads, rail, 

ports & airports.  ports & airports.  



How these 3 levels interact How these 3 levels interact 
help define built environmenthelp define built environment

DensityDensity
•• determines how much transportation choice may be available to andetermines how much transportation choice may be available to an

areaarea

DistanceDistance
•• the ease with which a traveler can move from one point to anothethe ease with which a traveler can move from one point to another r 

(literally (literally –– how much energy it takes)how much energy it takes)

DiversityDiversity
•• the variety of land uses accessible to each otherthe variety of land uses accessible to each other

Design Design 
•• geometry & interconnection of streets,geometry & interconnection of streets,
•• management of access, management of access, 
•• neighborhood streetscapes, neighborhood streetscapes, 
•• context (character) of a place served by transportation context (character) of a place served by transportation 



How do 4 DHow do 4 D’’s relate to s relate to 
STPA objectives?STPA objectives?

good land use & transportation planning good land use & transportation planning 
•• helps communities with efficient transportation & helps communities with efficient transportation & 

quality local quality local ““environmentenvironment””
•• that efficiency enhances economic vitality & that efficiency enhances economic vitality & 

promotes community livability &promotes community livability &
•• preserves environmental quality by reducing preserves environmental quality by reducing 

congestion & vehicle miles traveledcongestion & vehicle miles traveled



Benefits of incentives & Benefits of incentives & 
support for good planning:support for good planning:

preserves Mainepreserves Maine’’s infrastructure assetss infrastructure assets
•• reduces need for future costly road reduces need for future costly road 

improvements improvements 
supports economysupports economy
•• allows safe & efficient movement of goods & allows safe & efficient movement of goods & 

peoplepeople
improves quality of lifeimproves quality of life
•• social, cultural & natural environmentsocial, cultural & natural environment



PiottiPiotti Bill Bill -- MRSA 23 73MRSA 23 73--AA
Created to foster implementation of STPA & Growth Created to foster implementation of STPA & Growth 
Management ActManagement Act
Municipalities receive priority for funding through Municipalities receive priority for funding through 
MaineDOT Quality Community Programs MaineDOT Quality Community Programs 
Assists with funding for community improvements Assists with funding for community improvements 
•• sidewalks, bike facilities, sidewalks, bike facilities, 
•• small harbor transportation improvements, small harbor transportation improvements, 
•• environmental, aesthetic & historic environmental, aesthetic & historic 
•• others as funding allowsothers as funding allows



Quality Community ProgramQuality Community Program
Gives communities opportunity to benefit from improving Gives communities opportunity to benefit from improving 
planning & implementation, planning & implementation, 
•• meeting objectives of STPA & requirements of meeting objectives of STPA & requirements of PiottiPiotti

BillBill
Combines Community Based ProgramsCombines Community Based Programs
•• Transportation Enhancements Transportation Enhancements 
•• Safe Routes to SchoolSafe Routes to School
•• Small Harbor Improvement ProgramSmall Harbor Improvement Program
•• Community Gateways Program Community Gateways Program 
•• Surface Water Quality ProgramSurface Water Quality Program

Consolidates & simplifies the application processConsolidates & simplifies the application process
Incorporates transition process Incorporates transition process 



STPA/PIOTTI BILL BONUS STPA/PIOTTI BILL BONUS 
POINTSPOINTS

Communities will receive additional points if Communities will receive additional points if 
they have:they have:
SPOSPO--Consistent & Adopted Comprehensive Plan Consistent & Adopted Comprehensive Plan 
or or 
MaineDOTMaineDOT--Consistent Transportation Plan, Consistent Transportation Plan, 
•• Meeting policy objectives of STPA rule &Meeting policy objectives of STPA rule &

Adopted Ordinances, Policies, Programs to Adopted Ordinances, Policies, Programs to 
implement such plans implement such plans 
More bonus pointsMore bonus points if a community is partnered if a community is partnered 
with one or more communities with one or more communities 



Municipalities encouraged to Municipalities encouraged to 
collaborate with MaineDOT when collaborate with MaineDOT when 

changing previously endorsed changing previously endorsed 
measuresmeasures

Towns may be required to return funding resulting from Towns may be required to return funding resulting from 
incentives if approved plan and ordinances are incentives if approved plan and ordinances are 
changed by municipality and no longer support goals in changed by municipality and no longer support goals in 
STPASTPA



Status/Next StepsStatus/Next Steps
Municipal Handbook (Municipal Handbook (Good MovesGood Moves) nearly ) nearly 
completecomplete
•• HOW TO HOW TO guide forguide for

meeting STPA objectivesmeeting STPA objectives
offering menus of strategy optionsoffering menus of strategy options

Legislature just approved provisionally adopted Legislature just approved provisionally adopted 
rulerule
““PiottiPiotti BillBill”” Rule Making (Minor Technical)Rule Making (Minor Technical)
•• To begin late spring To begin late spring 

Upcoming Application Process (due June 6)Upcoming Application Process (due June 6)
TA & Outreach plus data/analysis packet TA & Outreach plus data/analysis packet 
refinementsrefinements



Questions?Questions?




