What sites may be eligible for the
Brownfields Assessment Program?

















Gas Stations
Auto Repair Shops
Junkyards/Scrap Yards
Dry Cleaners
Mills
Industrial Buildings
Schools
Churches
Abandoned
Buildings/Lots
Waterfront/Marinas
Properties adjacent to
contaminated sites
Sites with
underground fuel
storage tanks
Any site with an
environmental stigma
A site in need of
redevelopment and/
or reuse

A sample of sites assisted by the AVCOG
Brownfields Assessment program:

Hartley Block- Lisbon St., Lewiston
 55-65 mixed-income housing units and
4,000 sf. of retail space
Dillingham & Sons Funeral Home - Spring
St., Auburn
 Four story building with 40 mixed-income
housing units and retail space.
Hudson Bus Facility, Bartlett St. Lewiston
 Proposed reuse to City recreation/soccer
fields
Forster Manufacturing, Inc., Wilton
 Town will sell for commercial use or
senior housing
St. Patrick's Convent, Lewiston
 Future home to Sophia’s House—a long
term, housing first recovery program for
women recovering from life’s traumas
Former Puiia Hardware, Rumford
 Proposed Best Western Hotel
Troy/Hampshire St, Auburn
 Proposed redeveloped of a new mixedincome multi-family rental apartment
complex building.

BROWNFIELDS ASSESSMENT
AND
REVOLVING LOAN
PROGRAMS

FUND

What is a Brownfields Site?
A "Brownfield site" is any property where the
expansion, redevelopment, or reuse of which may be
complicated by the presence or perceived presence
of a hazardous substance, pollutant, or contaminant.
Basically, any site that sits undeveloped and/or
underutilized because a potential site purchaser or
developer has questions or concerns about past
environmental practices is a Brownfield.
What’s a Brownfields Program?
To promote economic development, the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA), through
the Small Business Liability Relief and Brownfields
Revitalization Act, provides tools and funding for the
assessment, cleanup and redevelopment of identified
Brownfield sites. Municipalities, regional planning
commissions, government agencies, and other
groups submit applications to the U.S. EPA for funds
to assist in Brownfield Assessments. Based on need,
the U.S. EPA awards the various Brownfields grants.
How does the program help the region?
Many Brownfield sites are blights on the community,
and can have negative affects on property values,
human health, the environment, and public safety.
Although many sites have limited contaminants,
some have contamination ranging from petroleum to
heavy metals to volatile compounds. When a site is
redeveloped, there are benefits to: individualsincluding no more contact with contamination or
unsafe structures; community- increase in tax base
and jobs; the region -increased tourism and
sustainable economic development.
What is a Brownfield Revolving Loan Fund?
AVCOG’s Brownfields Revolving Loan Fund provides
below market rate loans and/or subgrants to
facilitate cleanup of contaminated properties
(Brownfields) within its service area. The purpose of
this program is to assist in the revitalization of these
properties to promote jobs and a cleaner
environment for the communities in the AVCOG
region. Loan funds are available to municipalities and
other public entities, non-profit agencies and

Step 1: Identify Brownfields Sites
Brownfield properties, like the former Wilton Tannery
(shown below) are a blight on the community, and can
be a danger to human health and the environment.

If you would like more
information on the AVCOG
Brownfields program; would like
to learn more about general
Brownfields matters; or have a
site that you think may qualify for
the Brownfields program,
please contact:
Amy Landry, Executive Director
alandry@avcog.org

Step 2: Site Assessment
Once a Site is in the Brownfields
Program, environmental assessments
will be performed to determine what, if
any, contaminants are present.
Step 3: Cleanup/Remediation
If contamination is found, the Site must
be cleaned up to appropriate regulatory standards. This
can be funded through supplemental Brownfields
Grants, if eligible. The photo below shows a cover system
being installed over contaminated soil and tannery
waste.

More information is available at
AVCOG’s Website

Step 4: Redevelopment/Reuse
The ultimate goal of any Brownfields Program is to
redevelop properties to promote economic growth,
job development and community pride.

